Grade Comments on Midterm
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Spring 2010

· There were 242 points on the Midterm Exam.

· 15 points for true-false questions

· 63  points for fill-in-the-blank questions

· 84 points for multiple choice

· 80 points for short programming exercises

· The scores were curved to the highest grade, which was 178.

· The second-highest grade was 177.

· The media grade was a C (70.5)
· If the scores of two students who did not take the test are ignored, the media was 77 or C+.

· Spread of grades for Midterm, as a percent of the top score (178) follow:
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· If you feel that there were errors on grading, please identify all of the questions you want rechecked on a sheet of paper, explaining your concerns about each question. Then return both this sheet and your examination to me.

· The reasons for deductions on the programming problems were not identified on the test. An “(” was put on some of the mistakes.  The deductions and reasons are listed below:

· Question 1

· -2 for missing the loop

· -5 for no output

· -5 for missing any other important aspect of the program

· Most logic errors were here. One point was deducted for not doing the loop for hours (0 or doing the checks for the class incorrectly.
· Question 2

· -5 for missing the call by reference

· -5 for missing one of the three lines of code (tmp = a; a = b; b = tmp;)

· Question 3

· -5 for missing the input or echo

· -1 to -10 for the repeat and request

· Question 4

· -5 for not including the check for #

· -5 for not checking the size of the array during output

· -5 for not doing correct input or output

· Most of these programs were very incomplete, so 5, 8, or 10 points were given for them, depending on how complete they were.

· Understanding answers to questions on the midterm will be retested on the final, so make sure that you understand the material tested. 

· A strong performance on the final exam can override a poor midterm performance. In order to justify this, I will include in the final, some questions that test the same items that midterm tested and also include some questions about basic facts covered before the midterm. More will be said about this in class. 
