Computer Literacy 
CS10001
Fall 2015 R 9:15 – 10:30 PM, Room: MSB 102
Instructor
Mazen S. Alzyoud 

email: 
malzyoud@kent.edu
office:
MSB 357
phone:
330-672-2074 
web:
http://www.cs.kent.edu/~malzyoud/
office hours:   MW  10:45 – 11:45 am or by appointment
Course Prerequisites

NA

Course Overview

The goal of this course is to provide an introduction to concepts in computer. We will study elements of computer, operating system, Application program. To review the concepts students will be assigned several homework’s, quizzes, and exams.

Learning objectives

Students will learn:

· How to work with computers.

· How to use and develop applications.

· Understand the social and economic implications of computers and Internet technologies.

Course Description:

This class will provide an overview of computer information systems. Concepts include terminology, computer hardware, software, and networks as well as the impact of computers and the Internet on society, ethical issues in computing, and trends in information processing. Topics covered include computer hardware and its operation, operating system, application software, networks and computer communications, the Internet and World Wide Web, development of information systems, and programming. Students use a microcomputer with systems software and applications software, including a word processor, presentation slides, electronic spreadsheet, and probably a database management system.
Course Objectives:

After completion of the course, students should be able to:

· understand common computing terminology;

· Understand the basic principles of operation for computer systems;

· Acquire fundamental knowledge about computer applications;

· Make use of common application software packages to carry out simple tasks;

· Understand basic features of a programming language;

· Write simple computer programs;

· Be aware of social issues related to computer applications;

· Appreciate the advancement brought about by the widespread use of computers in society.
· Develop an efficient file management system

· Briefly describe how the Internet works

· Explain how computer networks operate

· Use word processing software to create a document

· Use spreadsheet software to create a spreadsheet

· Use presentation software to create a presentation

Textbook:

Introductory: Computers Are Your Future, 12th Edition by Catherine LaBerta. Publisher. Prentice Hall (Pearson), ISBN-10: 0-13-254494-6, ISBN-13: 978-0-13-254494-8

Class Web Page, Mailing List, Contacting the Instructor

The web page for the class http://www.cs.kent.edu/~malzyoud/OS.html (I have a link to this page from my homepage).  The web page will contain the following course materials:

•
Course syllabus, class schedule
•
lecture notes.
•
Homework assignments.

Lectures

Students are expected to attend each lecture.  I will take roll, yet attendance and active participation during a lecture will help you learn the material and succeed in class. 
Class Assignments

I. Homework: 

There will be approximately 4 homework assignments during the semester.  The homework assignments will be pencil-and-paper based and will involve solving problems from the textbook.

II. Exams

 There will be two midterm exams (held during class) and a final exam (held during finals week.) You will be tested on the material I covered in class. The textbook alone may not be sufficient for adequate preparation for the exams. 

Late Policies

I. •
Exams
       no late exams, no make-up exams;
II. •
homework’s
no late homeworks;


Late work will be accepted as stated above. I may waive the late policy conditions only in case of a documented illness or another extraordinary circumstance. In either case you have to contact me immediately. With respect to homeworks my decision to grant you a waiver is partially influenced by the degree of completion of the work assigned. For example, if the assignment is assigned for 2 weeks, by 10th day I expect you to complete 65-70% of the work.

In general, you will have adequate time to complete each assignment.  However, you should begin working on each assignment early so that you will have plenty of time for debugging which may take significantly longer than the initial code writing.  Waiting to start coding until the night before the project is due is a bad idea. 

Academic Integrity

Student-teacher relationships are built on trust.  Students must trust that teachers have made appropriate decisions about the structure and content of the courses they teach, and teachers must trust that the assignments which students turn in are their own.  Acts that violate this trust undermine the educational process. Academic dishonesty in any form will be penalized up to assigning grade F.

Cooperation on Homework Assignments 

For homework assignments, I strongly believe that discussion with your peers is an excellent way to learn.  If you don’t understand something, discussing it with someone who does can be far more productive than beating your head against the wall.

Having advocated discussion, then, I must be about clear what is allowed, and what is not. In general, students are allowed to cooperate as follows: you are allowed to discuss with other students the assignment, and general methods for solving the assignment. However, you are not allowed to work with someone else to actually solve the assignment, or to write code (even pseudocode) for a program, and you are certainly not allowed to copy anyone else’s solution; doing any of these things will be considered cheating, and will constitute grounds for failing the course.

Note that there is a fine line between discussion and cheating.  If you are unsure what is allowed and what isn’t, feel free to discuss the distinction with me, but if something feels uncomfortable, it’s probably not allowed.
Grades

Your final course grade will be calculated as follows:

I. Home works (approximately 4)
      50 points each
II. Quizzes or End of Chapter Quizzes    100 points each

III. Midterm exams (2)
                       200 points

IV. Final exam
                                200 points

The sum of possible scores on all assignments is considered 100% and your final course grade will be determined as follows: 100-93% A, 92-90 A–, 89-87 B+, 86-83 B, 82-80 B–, 79-77 C+, 76-73 C, 72-70 C–, 69-67 D+, 66-60 D, 59-0 F.  There will be no curve at the end of the course, although individual exams, homeworks, etc. may occasionally (although rarely) be curved.  Note that this means that your score will not be rounded up: if you get 69.99% you will get a D+ not a C-. Thus you should always be able to determine how well you are doing in the course.

Miscellaneous

Try not to be late for class. Make sure you silence your cellphone. The use of laptops while the class is in session is allowed only with my permission. If you take notes or otherwise cannot avoid using your laptop, obtain my permission within the first two weeks of classes. 
Proper Enrollment

Students have responsibility to ensure they are properly enrolled in classes.  You are advised to review your official class schedule (using Student Tools in Flash Line) during the first two weeks of the semester to ensure you are properly enrolled in this class and section.  Should you find an error in your class schedule, you have until (date will be provided by the Undergraduate Office in advance) to correct the error with your advising office.  If registration errors are not corrected by this date and you continue to attend and participate in classes for which you are not officially enrolled, you are advised now that your will not receive a grade at the conclusion of the semester for any class in which you are not properly registered
Academic Honesty:

 Use of the intellectual property of others without attributing it to them is considered a serious academic offense.  Cheating or plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the work or for the entire course.  Repeat offenses result in dismissal from the University. University guidelines require that all infractions be reported to the Student Conduct Officer on our campus.
Students with Disabilities: 

University policy 3-01.3 requires that students with disabilities be provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through Student Accessibility Services 
Contact 330-244-5047

Or visit  

http://stark.kent.edu/student/resources/accessibility.cfm
For more information on registration procedures.
Classes Canceled – Campus Closings: 

Announcements of class cancellations and/or campus closings will be made on the campus home page.  In the case of an emergency, weather-related or otherwise, please check the web page at stark.kent.edu for information on the buildings and times of the closing. While information may be broadcast by radio and television, this should be confirmed by the web page, which is the official announcement of the campus and which will be the information used to determine issues related to student attendance, rescheduling of tests, and other concerns.

Course Withdrawal 

If you are considering withdrawing from this course, please consult with a staff member in the Student Services Office, 134 Main Hall. Withdrawal from a course can affect financial aid, student status, or progress within your major. For withdrawal deadlines, please refer to 
http://www.kent.edu/registrar/spring-important-dates. 
Tutoring: 

 Free, walk-in math tutoring is available 8 am -7 pm Monday through Thursday and 8 am - 5 pm Friday in the Academic Success Center in the lower level of Campus Center.  Subject-area tutoring is available by appointment for a variety of disciplines and can be arranged by completing a form online located at 
http://www.stark.kent.edu/student/resources/tutoring.cfm. 
 Online tutoring in accounting, biology, chemistry, mathematics, statistics, and writing can also be accessed from this page.  
Writing Center: 

The Writing Center is a free service to help students become stronger writers.  It is a place for students to talk with outside readers about their work, both early on when they are still generating and considering ideas, as well as later during the drafting and revising stages.  The Writing Center’s staff of peer tutors is specially trained to help students identify their writing needs and to offer insight, feedback, and support.  We also offer a wide range of informational writing pamphlets, both online and in print.  The Writing Center is located in Main Hall, Rm. #202, and is open for both walk-ins and appointments.  See our website for details,
http://www.stark.kent.edu/student/resources/writing/index.cfm
Or call us at 330-244-3299.

A note on Student Surveys of Instruction 

While we're talking about syllabi, consider including your planned administration of the Student Survey of Instruction on your syllabus. Research shows that we can boost response rates of these surveys by letting students know that the surveys are important to you and that their voices matter. Student Surveys of Instruction will be available from April 19-May 3, 2015. 

For the past few semesters we have been piloting an electronic Student Survey of Instruction, called Flash Survey. All units who are participating in the pilot are identified on the webpage at http://www2.kent.edu/flashsurvey/index.cfm. Thank you for doing this!

Course Topics:
	Introduction to computer system

 hardware and software, Types of Computers

	Inside the System Unit
 computers represent data, Central processing unit (CPU)

	Input/output and Storage
List the types of I/O; List the types of storage device, hard disk performance.

	System Software
List the two major components of system software; list the five basic functions of an operating system.

	 Application Software: Tools for Productivity 
Understand how system software supports application software; list the most popular types of general-purpose applications.

	The Internet and the World Wide Web
Define the Internet, and explain how it works, Describe methods for accessing the Internet.

	Networks: Communication and Sharing
Understand basic networking concepts; Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of networks.

	Wired and Wireless Communications
List various physical and wireless transmission media and explain several transmission methods.

	Careers and Certification
Discuss the importance of computer literacy in today’s job market.

	Programming Languages and Program Development 
Explain what a programming language is and how it works; Explain the development of programming languages over the years and the benefits and drawbacks of high-level programming languages.

	Selected topics from;
· Spotlight 1 Ethics
· Spotlight 2 File Management

· Spotlight 3 Buying and Upgrading your Computer System

· Spotlight 4 Web 2.0

· Spotlight 5 Cloud Computing




Exams

Our exams are closed-book and closed-notes, no electronic devices may be used, including calculators.

Make-up exams will not be given except in case of a serious emergency. If you must miss an exam, even if you are sick or injured, you must contact the instructor before the exam (or arrange for someone to do so). You must show evidence that you are physically unable to take the exam, such as a clear and specific doctor's note mentioning the date, exam, and reason.

 No make-ups will be granted for personal reasons such as travel, personal hardship, leisure, or to ease exam week schedules. No student will be permitted to take an exam early for any reason.

Lateness

For full credit, all portions of an assignment must be turned in by the start of lecture on the day it is due.

 Each student in the class will have a total of three "late days" (a late day is 24 hours of lateness). There are no partial days, so assignments are either on time, 1 day late, 2 days late. Regardless of how many late days you have, you may not submit any portion of an assignment more than 2 days after it is due. Once a student has used up all of his or her late days, each successive late day will result in a loss of 20% on the assignment.
