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Paint.Net’s Tools Descriptions: 

Rectangle Select 

 

This tool is used to select portions of the picture.  

This tool selects rectangle sections only.  When 

a portion of a picture is selected tools that are 

used will only work in the selected area. If a 

square selection is needed hold the shift key 

when selecting the area, this will make a 

square selection. 

Move Selected Pixels 

 

This tool is used to move, rotate and scale a 

selected section of the photo, or to move 

layers of the image made in Paint.NET. 

Lasso Select 

 

 

This tool is used to hand select which sections 

of the image you want selected.  This is done 

by selecting this tool and the drawing around 

the portion of the image you want selected 

while holding down the left mouse button. 

Move Selection 

 

 

 

This tool is used to modify the size, rotation, and 

scale of what you are selecting.  For example if 

you used to Rectangle Selection and made 

the rectangle too small for the area you 

wanted to select you can use this tool to resize 

and move the selection to where you want it 

to be.  

Description:  



Ellipse Select 

 

 

This tool is works in much the same way as the 

Rectangle select except it select elliptical 

sections (like the rectangle too if you hold shift 

down it will select a circle region instead of an 

ellipse). 

Zoom 

 

This tool is used to view the image being 

worked on more closely.  After selecting this 

tool click on the section of the image you wish 

to view more closely. 

Magic Wand 

 

The magic wand tool is used to select sections 

of the image that are similar.  This tool can be 

adjusted to grab more or less of the image that 

resembles where it was used.  

 

Pan 

 

 

 

This tool is used to move around in the image 

when the image is larger than the screen.  To 

use this tool click in an area (the best area to 

select is somewhere in the middle of the 

picture) then hold down the left mouse button 

and move the cursor.  The image will move as if 

you grabbed the image where you clicked 

and pushed or pulled the image in the 

direction that you moved the cursor. 

Paint Bucket 

 

This tool is used to fill areas of similar color with 

another solid color.   

Gradient 

 

This tool is used to gradients in colors as well as 

image fading between images.   

Paint Brush 

 

This tool is used to free hand markings on the 

image.  These markings can be made in the 

selected color and in a verity of sizes.   



Eraser 

 

This tool is used to remove parts of an image or 

layer.  When used on an image, or bottom 

layer it will leave a transparent background.  

When used on a layer other than the bottom 

one this will leave a hole in the layer that will 

show the underlying layer.   

Pencil 

 

This tool is used to make free hand markings 

that are 1 pixel in size. 

Color Picker 

 

This tool is used to select a color from the 

image you are working on.   

Clone Stamp 

 

 

This tool is used to select a section of the 

picture that will be replicated into another 

section.  This can be useful for eliminating 

troublesome  sections that has multiple colors, 

patters, or textures as it will replicate those 

section as place them in the image.  

Recolor 

 

This tool  used to replace the one color with 

another.  

Text 

 

This tool is used to add text to the image.  This 

tool has the options to change the font with 

any font loaded on your computer as well as 

the font color. 

Line/Curve 

 

This tool is used to create either straight or 

curved lines.  In the options toolbar (located 

under the menu bar, is a selection for adding 

arrows to the begging or end of the line being 

created. 

Rectangle 

 

This tool is used to create rectangles that can 

be either outlines, or filled shapes. 



Rounded Rectangle 

 

This tool is similar to the rectangle tool except it 

creates rectangles with rounded corners.  

Ellipse 

 

This tool is similar to the rectangle tool except it 

creates ellipses.  

Freeform Shape 

 

This tool is similar to the rectangle tool except it 

creates shapes that can be defined by the 

user. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Layers are used in many photo editors to allow edits to be 

made to one section of a picture without effecting other parts.  This 

also allows for moving, scaling, coloring as well as many other touch 

ups to be made without effecting the entire image.  One handy 

window within Paint.NET is the Layer window (which can be turned 

on if it is off by going to window�layers) This window shows up what 

layers are in your file and which layer you are on.  The layer window 

is shown on the left.   This shows that the entire 

image has two layers.  Layers can be renamed 

by double clicking on the current name.  

Renaming layers to what is contained within 

them is a good idea to allow for easy 

recognition when working on projects.  This 

window also has several icons which are 

commonly used.   

Layers 



Add New Layer 

 

This button is used to add a new layer.  It is a 

good idea to add a layer every time you paste 

something into the image, this will allow for easy 

manipulation of the image  in the future if the 

object is desired to be changed at a future 

time. 

Delete Layer 

 

This button is used to delete the selected layer.  

Make sure when deleting a layer that there is 

nothing you want contained within that layer.  If 

you accidently delete a layer just used 

edit�undo to retrieve the deleted layer. 

Duplicate Layer 

 

This button is used to create a copy of a layer.  

This can be useful if you want to have 

something over lapping part of a layer as you 

can duplicate the layer and put what you want 

sandwiched in the middle then use the eraser 

(more information in the eraser section) to show 

the middle layer. 

Merge Layer Down 

 

This button combines two layers into one.  This is 

should only be done once you are sure you will 

not need to further manipulate the single layer 

on its own again.  This button will not always be 

needed, but will be done automatically when 

you save your file in a standard type, so if you 

wish to return to working on a photo and keep 

your current layers be sure to save the file as a 

.pdn file.  



Move Layer 

Up/Down 

 

This button is used to reorder the layers.  If you 

add a layer it will automatically be added 

directly above the layer you are currently in, to 

change this order use these arrows to move the 

layers. 

Properties 

 

This button allows you to edit the properties, 

such as the name of the layer, as well as 

blending options, and how opaque the layer is. 

 

 

 

 

 

The  magic wand tool is used to select sections of the image that are 

similar in color as seen below.  

Magic Wand 

& selection tools information 



 

As you can see in the above image when the tool was used in the 

sky at the default setting the entire sky has been selected which is 

denoted by the dotted line outline.  This tool can be handy when 

trying to change the color of a section of the image, or when trying 

to erase the background of an image.  As noted in the earlier 

section when a selection tool is used all non-selecting tools will only 

work within the select as seen in the picture below. 

Notice how in the picture the line 

appears to go behind St. Basil’s 

Cathedral.  This is due to the selection 

made above on the sky.  Since all of the 

tools (with the exception of selection tool) 

will only work in the selected area the line 

is not drawn where the image was not 

selected.  This can be useful when trying 

to add elements that will appear in either 

the foreground or background.  



 

 

 

 

The Gradient tool has several uses.  The first use is to create 

gradient colors.  As can be seen to the right.   In this 

specific example a radial gradient of blue and 

gold was used to create the rounded color 

gradient in the image. This method is good for 

creating backgrounds for use in an image.  

Another use of the gradient tool is 

to fade two pictures together, for 

example if we use the picture used in 

the previous section (image of St. 

Basil’s Cathedral) with the blue and 

golf radial gradient would produce an 

image such as the one to the left.  This 

tool works as it does in the above 

example except it blends the two 

pictures together instead of two colors.  

To accomplish this fading technique 

follow the following steps: 

1) Open a picture 

2) Add a layer to the file by selecting layer � add layer from 

the menu bar 

3) Paste in a second picture (to paste a picture open a picture, 

and then go to edit� copy, then go back into the file 

opened in step 1 and go to edit�paste) 

Gradient Tool 



4) Select the gradient tool ( ), in the options bar at the top 

select which type of gradient you would like (in the example 

above the diamond selection was used).  

5) Click the color mode ( ) button to bring down the drop 

down menu.  Then select Transparency Mode ( ). 

6) Click and drag across the image to fade the images into 

each other. 

7) To accept the work you have done click enter, if you do not 

like what you have done go to edit�undo to try again      

 

 

 

 

The eraser tool is used to set the selected part of the pictures 

transparency to zero.  In other words it the parts erased will show 

what is in the layer below them, if the selected layer is on the bottom 

then the image will become transparent in that section (which is 

denoted by the gray and white box checkerboard when in the 

Paint.NET but will either become transparent or white depending 

upon what file type the picture is saved as).   

Notice in the picture bellow how 

Moscow cuts through the gradient placed 

upon the picture in the previous step 

showing the original colors from the picture.   

Whereas 2004 at the bottom of the picture 

appears white, the eraser was used for 

writing both parts, what caused the 

difference?  The difference was that for 

Eraser  



Moscow the top layer (the gradient layer) was selected so when the 

eraser was applied the gradient was erased (or set transparent) to 

show the underlying layer which was the original picture.  The 2004, 

however, was erased when the bottom layer (the original picture) 

was selected, this then erased (or set transparent) the original 

picture, since nothing was bellow this image the image would show 

through white.    

 

 

 

 

  

 The Clone Stamp tool is used to copy a section of the image 

and recreate it in another section.  In the pictures below the left 

image is the original image of St. Basil’s Cathedral, the picture on the 

left has had the clone stamp used to eliminate the man and date in 

the foreground that may have been a distraction to the image. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clone Stamp 



 

 

 

 

 Now that you have learned how to use this tool let’s see what 

you have learned.  Find two images of your choosing (you may use 

the images used in this description to create the same images if you 

wish or create your own images, it is up to you).  Follow the 

information provided to use the magic wand, gradient, eraser, and 

clone stamp tools.  You will have 4 images when you are done.  With 

the clone stamp if you use the provided picture you only have to 

remove the date from the picture.  When you are done you should 

have images that appear like the ones bellow or produce similar 

results in your own pictures.   

 

 

For picture 1 use the magic wand tool 

to select a large selection of 

background.  You may have to 

increase the tolerance to accomplish 

this, this is done by moving the marker 

on the bar in the options bar to a 

higher number ( ).  

Click on the background and then with 

the magic wand selection still selected 

choose the line tool and draw a line that will cross over the edge of 

the selected area and back in again as done with the picture 

above so that the line appears to be behind the image. Save your 

image and submit it with the other pictures. 

What Have You Learned? 

Picture 1: 



 

 

 

For picture two create color gradient 

with two colors of your choosing.  Then 

Open a picture and apply the fading 

gradient as explained in the gradient 

section to the image so that they 

overlap and fade into one another.  

Save your image and submit it with the 

other pictures. 

 

 

For picture 3 open picture 2 and save it as 

picture 3.  Once you have saved a copy of 

the image use the eraser to erase part of the 

top of the gradient layer and the bottom part 

of the background image so.  Save your 

image and submit it with the other pictures. 

  

 

For picture 4 remove an element from the 

original picture by using the clone stamp.  If 

you are using the attached photos you only 

need to remove the date, you do not need to 

remove the person from the foreground.  Save 

your image and submit it with the other 

Picture 2: 

Picture 3: 

Picture 4: 



pictures. 

 

 

 

 


