Techniques for Obtaining a Copy of a Research Paper

· If paper is an IEEE Computer Society publication, you can access it at the IEEE Digital Library, located at www.ieee.org . However, you need to be on campus (or use a proxy) to be able to do this. IEEE Computer Society publishes most, but not all of the computer journals and conferences in the IEEE Digital Libary. Also, can subscribe to IEEE Digital Library or pay "per article", but probably can avoid any payment by using below methods.

· If paper is an ACM publication, you can access it through the ACM Digital Library, provided you access it from campus (or use a proxy).

· Can check online to see if the KSU subscribes to the journal containing article (or has book, in case of book articles).

· Check if article is available from an online journal from OhioLink.

· Major Method: Go through Interlibrary Loan at KSU library to get a xerox copy. This service is available at almost all academic libraries and many others as well. Most of these xerox copies are free, as libraries have free-copy exchange agreements with many other libraries. However, it will take at least one day and possible longer for our library to get a xerox copy from another library. You can call/visit library to make arrangements the first time. It is probably possible to make your requests online. This technique can also be used to get a temporary (loaned for 2 weeks) copy of a book from another libary.

· Sometimes, authors will have their papers (or near-final versions of them) posted online at their websites. Also, sometimes they will have an expanded version of the paper available as a technical report.

· Sometimes, you can find a copy of a paper by going to Google.com and selecting "Advanced Search". Then go to the bottom of this advanced search page to "Google Scholar". This will sometime identify a site where one of the authors has posted an online copy. However, this will often identify a location where you can buy a copy, which is sometimes fairly expensive. Keep in mind that it is usually possible to get a free or cheap copy throught KSU Interlibrary Loan.

· See if article is posted at one of the websites in next list below below. (Uniprocessor, parallel, and distributed articles are all included in some lists.)

· Related Items: Be sure to look at the reference pages of any paper on a desired topic to see if other potentially useful references are listed. Also, authors who have one paper on a topic may have related followup papers listed on their website. The Citation Index lists other papers that cite important reference papers you have located. (Citation Index is available in printed version in library; more recent versions are also available online). These techniques are very important in doing a literature search for a thesis or dissertation.

